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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIVE SERVICES — YOUTH SERVICES REVIEW

Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Corrective
Services

I refer to the Department of Corrective Services review of its requirements for youth services that it funds across
the State, and I ask —
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How was the review conducted and will its findings be made public?

Were any of the existing youth services given an opportunity to participate in the review?
If no to (2), why not?

Have funding levels been cut to any existing services?

If yes to (4) —

(a) which services; and

(b) by how much?

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN replied:
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Subsequent to the recent realignment of Community Youth Justice division and revision of CYJ
operational models, an internal review was undertaken of the Community Funding Program. This is a
DCS program providing funding to service organisations for diversionary services to young people who
have offended or are at risk of offending.

Key internal stakeholders revised the existing program service model to update the specifications and
rationalise the funding levels and locations of service provision, informed by Police Caution and
Juvenile Justice Team data identifying the areas of need.

Due to the changes to the scope of the program and to the service provider pool, it was decided to test
the market with an open tender process. The findings of the internal review will not be made public,
however providers were made aware of the review process during the tender brief.

No.

In order to ensure probity, it would have been inappropriate for existing providers to partake in the
internal review about the specifications, funding levels and location of services given that an open
tender process will be taking place.

The impending changes and rationale were communicated to all providers in October 2009 and
March 2010.

A few existing service providers will not receive further funding, however, the overall amount of
funding that will be available for Community Programs in this area will increase from $1.643 million to
$1.694 million.

The youth service providers in the metropolitan area that will receive no further funding are located at:
- Belmont, which received 2009/10 annual funding of $106,016; and
- Bassendean which received 2009/10 annual funding of $128,482.

This funding will be redirected to other locations that will benefit from an increase in their annual
funding level.

The regional youth service provider that will receive no further funding is Avon, which
received 2009/10 annual funding of $75,541.

The Geraldton locality will now receive $41,423 less than the 2009/10 annual funding level.
Meanwhile, other regional service providers will receive increases to their funding levels to develop
more consistency within these regional areas.
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